The problem Is Not Just Bad Men, It’'s Who
Stands Beside Them

| just read about Stephen Hawking in the Epstein files
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I just read about Stephen Hawking in the Epstein files, and I'm still trying to process
what I'm feeling. I don’t know how to inspire young girls to follow STEM now, honestly.

My friend casually called me one day, just like any other normal call, but she sounded a
little off, like something was bothering her more than usual, and she told me she had
been feeling very dark and restless these days, so I asked her what happened, expecting

something personal or work related.

She said, “Epstein files. You won’t believe it.”
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And I went like, “Okay... so another rape story? It’s nothing new, then why are you
worrying so much about this one?” I know it sounds insensitive, but I will be honest with
you guys, I no longer read rape news because I know how it goes. Women go through
horrible things, the news explodes for a few days, and then slowly everything fades, and
the men are acquitted in a year or two, or at least that’s how it feels when you keep seeing
it again and again. So why read it and hurt myself again, right? So I ignore all such news
now. I ignore most news, basically, even war news, because it all feels the same after a

point and nothing really changes.
Then she said something that actually made me stop.
She said, “Girl... your favourite men are in the files. Stephen Hawking and Bill Gates.”

I took a deep breath for a second before reacting. Bill Gates, fine, I get it, a man capable
of normal functioning, a billionaire, a powerful man being connected to something like
this doesn’t shock me anymore. But Stephen Hawking... oh my, that hit differently. My
heart just sank in that moment.

I have always loved him, not just because he was a genius, but because of what he stood
for. His quote has stayed with me for years: “However difficult life may seem, there is
always something you can do and succeed at.” That line meant something to me in ways I

can’t fully explain.

Then my friend kept going on and on about what she read, the island, the names, the
files, the photos that are now circulating everywhere online, and how everything is being
discussed and debated.

I know the context is complicated and heavily debated, and mentions in documents don’t
automatically mean involvement in crimes, but still, his name is there, his photos are

there next to women, and that alone is enough to shake something inside me.
And now I'm just sitting here confused, not really knowing what to do with this.

A physics genius, a man who spent his life understanding the universe, the beginning
and the end of everything... knew someone like Epstein existed, moved in those circles,
and didn’t think it was important enough to say something? I don’t know. I really don’t
know what to think about that. Or maybe he didn’t notice?

Like, this man understood the universe, and he thought those young girls around Epstein

were just there by choice? Not even for one second did it occur to him that maybe they



didn’t fully understand what they were being pulled into?
There’re always blind spots inside male friendships

I understand that men don’t always know the men they are close to, and that’s something
we don’t talk about enough. A “g¢ood man” can be friends with an abuser and never

realise it, or maybe never even try to realise it.

We've spent years asking women to be careful, like every woman already knows this by
heart — don’t go out late, don’t trust strangers, don’t ignore red flags, don’t be too
friendly, don’t be too silent, don’t be anything that could be misunderstood.

But no one asks men a much simpler question: do you actually know your friends? Not

all men, sure, but what about your friend? Is he good?

Because every abuser is not a loner. He has friends, he has people who laugh with him,
people who call him “bro,” people who would swear on anything that he’s a good guy.

And maybe he is, to his fellow men.
That’s the problem.

Men don’t see what women see, not because they are incapable in a literal sense. They
don’t look in that direction. A man can be respectful in public, charming in groups, loyal

to his friends, and still be someone a woman fears in private.
Both things can exist at the same time, and that’s what makes this uncomfortable.

And most male friendships never go deep enough to confront that contradiction, they
stay on the surface where everything feels normal, where no one asks difficult questions,

and where no one really wants to know the answer.

Now what will the future look like?

Bill Gates will still be standing at the front when we talk about philanthropy. Stephen
Hawking will still be taught to young girls for his genius and his discoveries. That part is
not going to change.

But what are we supposed to do with this now?

Do we keep inspiring young women to walk into STEM while quietly ignoring all these
allegations around powerful men in the same space? Who are they supposed to look up
to?



Do we separate the work from the person and move on like nothing happened, or do we

start questioning the kind of men we’ve been asking them to admire all this time?

I genuinely don’t have an answer. Because right now, it feels like we are asking girls to

trust a space we ourselves don’t fully trust anymore.



