For those who think war is a video game

A primer for what war really is
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A Palestinian woman carries the shrouded body of her infant killed in an Israeli strike in Rafah, southern Gaza, 19
December. Abed Rahim Khatib, WAFA

Do you know what war smells like? Burning human flesh.

Do you know what war sounds like? The scream of a child who has an arm blown off.

Do you know what war tastes like? Ashes, mixed with blood.

Do you know what war looks like? A mother wailing over the body of her husband. Or a husband wailing
over the body of his wife. Or parents wailing over the body of their child.

That’s war.

It’s not a video game. It’s not a lantern-jawed movie actor fighting an evil enemy.

It’s horror, tragedy, and injustice. It’s blood and tears and torn human flesh.

We didn’t learn it in Vietnam or Iraq. Maybe now we will learn it in Gaza and Iran.

And you, Donald Trump, did not make America Great Again. You made America Evil — Again.

Put that on your f**king hat.
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Lyuda stands amid the rubble of her school in Horenka, a small village in the Kyiv region of north-central Ukraine. The
building was heavily damaged by shelling. photo by Forbes https://www.forbes.com/sites/unicefusa/2022/09/01/amid-
the-horrors-of-war-ukraines-children-yearn-for-school/
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