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God Isn’t Scared of Evolution — You Are
You Say You Believe in God. Great. But Don’t Be Afraid of Rocks and Bones.

Tanner on Truth & Myths

When faith collapses at the sight of a fossil, maybe the problem isn’t science—

it's the fear behind belief.
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Let’s say you believe in God. Fine. No problem. Nobody’s here to rip that
out of your hands. In fact, on a personal level, | couldn’t be more
disinterested in people’s religious views. But here’s a real question: Why
does your belief melt the second someone shows you a fossil? Why does
one ancient bone throw your entire worldview into panic mode?

If a fossil showing a species slowly changing over time makes you sweat,
then your religion isn’t built on faith. It’s built on sand. Loose, wobbly,
scared-of-questions sand.

| know the internet is full of atheist rants in connection to evolution and the
existence of God, as well as creationists waging a war against atheists and
evolution. This piece is about neither. I’'m writing from a place where
whether | believe in God is irrelevant to you, which I’m sure it indeed is.
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Science without religion is lame, religion without science is blind — Albert
Einstein

The Bible Was Never a Science Book

You really think the Earth is 6,000 years old because one ancient book with
zero peer review doesn’t even say so? That’s stubbornness. That’s refusing
to grow up. That’s plugging your ears and going, “La-la-la, | can’t hear you,”
every time a scientist with evidence walks into the room.

The Bible talks about a snake and a donkey that speak human language,
and a tree that gives you magic knowledge. You may think moral tales, nice
theology. But that’s not geology. Not biology. Not cosmology. If you think
you’re defending God by rejecting every discovery we’ve ever made about
the planet using our “God-given” intelligence, then maybe the god you’re
defending is too small — and not sophisticated or ingenious enough
compared to what science reflects.

There is a fundamental difference between religion, which is based on
authority, and science, which is based on observation and reason —
Stephen Hawking

You’re Not Defending Faith

It’s not about faith for most people. It’s about being right. You grew up being
told this version of reality is The Truth™, and now you’re scared of being
wrong. Scared of being laughed at. Scared of feeling stupid.

So what do you do? You double down. You twist your brain in knots trying to
make Noah’s Ark sound like a marine biology experiment. You pretend
dinosaurs lived on the boat. You pretend radiocarbon dating is just a hoax
by liberal scientists trying to... what, exactly? Ruin Sunday school?

If your version of God needs misinformation to survive, maybe it’s time to
upgrade it.

The man of science has learned to believe in justification, not by faith, but
by verification— Thomas H. Huxley

If Your Religion Dies Without Indoctrination

You think you’re special because you were born into a family that told you
so. They handed you your religion like a family recipe. You didn’t choose it.
You were soaked in it before you could talk. And now you’re convinced



everyone else is wrong, and you’re lucky to have been born into “the right
one” among a relatively tiny minority.

Really?

If your religion were true, you wouldn’t have to brainwash toddlers to keep it
going. It would hold up under questions. It would shine even if someone
met it as an adult, with a clear head and real-life experience. People would
choose it because it made sense, not because they were guilted into it at
age five.

You can’t even imagine what your brain would be like if you weren’t force-
fed scripture as a child. You were compromised before you even got a
chance to decide.

To limit and insist upon... life and death to this side of Adam’s advent... is to
fly in the face of the facts so indisputably brought to light by the researcher
of science in modern times— B. H. Roberts

“God Did It” Is Not a Scientific Argument

Look, if you believe God created life — fine. But saying “God did it” and then
walking away is not science. It’s not even curiosity. It’s a full stop. It kills the
question before it even begins. It’s an insult to our “God-given” human
intelligence and reasoning.

Why are there bones of creatures that don’t exist anymore? “God made
them and then got bored.” Why are humans and chimps 98.8% genetically
identical? “It’s a test.” Why is the fossil record full of transitions from water
to land, land to air, reptile to bird, ape to human? “The devil put them there
to trick us.”

If your answer to every question is a magic spell or a conspiracy theory,
then you’re not trying to understand the world. You’re just trying to feel safe
init.

Faith Versus Fact: Why Science and Religion Are Incompatible... religion
and science make claims about the universe, yet only science is open to
the fact that it may be wrong— Jerry A. Coyne

You’re Afraid That Science Makes You Ordinary

This one hurts, but it’s true: A lot of people reject evolution because they do
understand what it means. Deep down, they get it. Evolution says you’re



part of the animal kingdom. You’re not above it. You’re not special. You’re
not the reason the universe exists. You’re a clever primate on a spinning
rock in a cold, expanding cosmos.

And that’s terrifying if you need the world to revolve around you.

Soyou rejectit. You cling to a story that says humans were made in a puff
of divine breath and put in a garden with talking animals. Because that
story makes you feel like the center of everything. Even if it’s wrong. Even if
it’s dumb.

Faith shouldn’t be a security blanket for your self-importance.
Science will win because it works — Stephen Hawking
Real Faith Doesn’t Panic When It’s Questioned

If your entire religion collapses because of a rock, a fossil, or a 9th-grade
biology textbook, then it wasn’t religion to begin with. It was a house of
cards made of ash.

Real faith can wrestle with questions. It can say, “Yes, we don’t know
everything. Yes, some parts of the old texts are metaphors. Yes, maybe
Genesis was written by people trying to explain the world before telescopes
and microscopes.”

You don’t have to throw away belief. But you do have to stop confusing
tales with fact.

True religion is real living; living with all one’s soul, with all one’s goodness
and righteousness — Albert Einstein

Evolution Doesn’t Care What You Believe

Evolution is not trying to kill your God. It’s not a campaign. It’s not an
atheist army with rocks and bones. It’s just what happens when you look at
life long enough and track the changes. That’s it.

Species adapt. DNA mutates. Natural selection works. It’s messy, slow, and
beautiful. And it doesn’t need your permission to be true.

You can close your eyes and pretend gravity doesn’t exist. But try walking
off a roof, and reality will settle the argument for you.



The first gulp from the glass of natural sciences will turn you into an atheist,
but at the bottom of the glass God is waiting for you — Louis Pasteur

If God Exists, They’re Not That Fragile

If there is a God, you think They care whether a middle-school science
teacher explains evolution? You think your deity of “choice” is up in the
heavens, chewing their nails every time a fossil gets dug up?

If your version of God is the real deal, then truth can only lead you closer to
Them. Not farther. If God made the world, then studying it — honestly,
carefully, without fear — should be an act of devotion, not betrayal.

But if you need to spread misinformation about the world to defend your
beliefs, deliberately or subconsciously, then maybe what you’re
worshipping isn’t God. Maybe it’s comfort. Or control.

Everyone who is seriously committed to the cultivation of science becomes
convinced that in all the laws of the universe is manifest a spirit vastly
superior to man — Albert Einstein

The Verdict

In situations like this, people get defensive if they feel something sacred is
being “attacked.” In reality, I’'m not anti-creationist and have nothing
against you. If | saw you being discriminated against for your beliefs, I’d
stand up foryou — | don’t care if you’d ever return the favor. Only standing
up for those who think or look like you is tribalism, not morality. Disliking
people not for who they are as individuals, but solely for their religious
beliefs, is bigotry — not healthy disagreement, opposition, or resistance
based on personal experience.

Nobody’s saying you can’t believe in God. That’s your call. But don’t hide
behind bad science. Don’t turn your fear into dogma. Don’t slap a “God
said so” sticker on every question you’re too lazy to explore.

The world is ancient, complicated, and full of wonders. Including fossils.
Including evolution. Including you.

If that scares you, the issue isn’t the fossil—it’s the foundation of your faith
and the way you were conditioned.



