
https://msselo297.medium.com/15-signs-that-somebody-is-not-intelligent-cf3c3d8946cb 

 

15 Signs that somebody is not intelligent. 

It’s PC to pretend that everybody is smart. 

Monica Selo 

 

I was talking to my mum about intelligence the other day. 

“Everybody is intelligent in their own way,” she said. 
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“But some people are just really stupid though,” I replied. 

“Don’t be silly. Every person has potential.” 

Whilst it is true that there are people who do have great potential- perhaps 
they were never given a chance to excel, for example, due to poor 
socioeconomic background and lack of encouragement - not everybody is 
smart and it’s ok to admit that. 

There is debate as to what defines intelligence and how it is measured. 
Measuring IQ (intelligence quota) has always been the traditional method. 
However, psychologists argue that IQ tests only focus on specific skills, 
and certain variables can be manipulated which in turn affects results, 
such as socioeconomic advantage and preparation. 

Many psychologists believe that there are different types of intelligence. 
Howard Gardner came up with the theory of multiple types of intelligence. 
There are 9 key types of intelligence, including logical, interpersonal, 
musical, and linguistic. 

Emotional intelligence (EI) is also a more recent form of intelligence that 
has been recognised. It includes the ability to communicate effectively, be 
self-aware, and empathetic. Some see the concept of EI as patronising and 
insulting. I personally think that EI is a completely valid form of intelligence, 
and like Gardner, there are many types of intelligence. I also believe that 
intelligence can be fluid. 

Intelligence doesn’t mean being good at everything. Somebody can 
struggle in many areas, but be exceptional in one or two. Even individuals 
with profound learning disabilities can display remarkable intelligence in 
certain areas. 

People who leave school with no qualifications can be more intelligent than 
people who went to university. In fact, there are many people who are 
university educated and are stupid. 

There are many people who possess very little to no intelligence. At best 
they’re average in certain fields. Maybe they’re good at certain things, but 
they’re nothing exceptional, and their general stupidity brings them down. 

Most unintelligent people function normally in society with relatively few 
struggles - many even have a good job, a good education, lots of money, are 



very attractive and desirable to many - but it doesn’t make them smart. 
Andrew Tate is the prime example of an unintelligent person. 

Here are the signs that somebody really isn’t intelligent. Just because a 
person displays one of a few of these signs, it doesn’t mean that they’re 
completely unintelligent. I would say the majority of these traits combined 
make them unintelligent. 

1. They think that they know everything. 
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Ugh, know-it-alls are the most insufferable people out there. Nobody likes a 
know-it-all. Know-it-alls think that they’re so smart because they “know 
everything.” If they were really as smart as they thought, they’d know that 
it’s impossible to know everything and that learning is a lifelong process. 

My narcissistic ex was a know-it-all, and it was pretty embarrassing. He 
claimed that he knew more about the Polish language than my mum, who 
is Polish. My ex certainly wasn’t Polish and only spoke a few words. 

He also claimed that he knew more about psychology than me despite me 
having a Masters degree in psychology and him having no degrees or 
qualifications in the subject. He tried to diagnose me with Borderline 
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Personality Disorder (BPD), which an actual real therapist told me I don’t 
have! 

My ex is the kind of person who would try to convince experts that he knows 
better than them. Truly intelligent people know their limitations and admit 
to being wrong. A know-it-all will never admit to being wrong. They’d rather 
die than be wrong. 

Andrew Tate is a prime example of a know-it-all. Any normal and intelligent 
person knows that only complete and utter garbage comes out of his 
mouth. He doesn’t listen to anybody else, and his views are not steeped in 
facts or reality. He clings onto his false beliefs with strong conviction even 
though they’re harmful and toxic. 

2. They’re not interested in the world and learning. 
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Unintelligent people display very little curiosity. They aren’t interested in 
broadening their horizons or expanding their knowledge. Showing interest 
in different cultures, topics, and ideas broadens and sharpens the mind. 
Unintelligent people don’t feel the need to expand their knowledge - they 
feel that they already know all that there is to know. 



They don’t see the point of learning in any form and see it as 
boring and pointless. Unintelligent people are not interested in different 
ways or thinking about something or thinking outside the box. They like to 
stick with what they know because they don’t like to be challenged. 

3. They keep on making the same mistakes. 

Because they’re not interested in introspecting and reflecting, unintelligent 
people keep on making the same mistakes. They don’t draw conclusions 
from experiences. They do the same thing over and over, hoping for a 
different result each time. Experience doesn’t make them grow wiser. 

They also fail to see that they’re the problem and blame others for their 
shortcomings and failures instead. That’s a big lack of emotional 
intelligence. 

4. They trust bad sources or only one source. 
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Unintelligent people don’t get information from reputable sources. They 
take as gospel the drivel they hear on TikTok and Facebook. They trust 
some dumb hippie influencer who dropped out of college and gets high 
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every day that vaccines are evil instead of listening to a certified and 
qualified medical professional. 

Many unintelligent people also put all of their faith into one source like the 
Bible or the Quran and think that it disproves everything else. No other 
logical arguments or sources can sway them to think differently or at least 
see things from another perspective. 

5. They don’t question anything. 

Many unintelligent people don’t think for themselves. They prefer to have 
someone else think for them. This is especially the case for religious bigots. 
Everything the holy book or religious leader says is gospel for them. The 
Pope could tell them to jump off a cliff to see whether Jesus would save 
them or not and they’d do it without question. 

Of course, not all unintelligent people are religious. Unintelligent people 
prefer others to lead and tell them what to do, whether it be a partner, 
friends, authority figures or politicians. They don’t like thinking for 
themselves. 

6. They don’t want to see different points of view. 
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Like I said, unintelligent people like to think that they’re right all the time. 
Their inflexibility means that they’re unable and unwilling to hear other 
opinions and arguments. You don’t have to always agree with different 
points of view, but different perspectives can help you gain more 
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understanding and knowledge. It can also make your thinking more 
nuanced and versatile. 

My narcissistic ex didn’t want to see anyone else’s perspective but his own. 
I was always wrong, and my opinions were always disregarded. 
Unintelligent people expect everybody to agree with them. Andrew Tate 
also refuses to listen to other people’s opinions. Instead, he shuts people 
down and talks over them. 

7. They can’t back up their arguments. 

Unintelligent people have extreme and/or illogical views that they struggle 
to back up. Either they have no evidence or the evidence is weak and 
heavily biased. Think of Andrew Tate. He has no evidence to back up his 
ridiculous claims. If anybody challenges him, he just gets angry and yells. 
He keeps reiterating that he’s right because he says so, hoping the louder 
he shouts, and the more he says it, the more that people will believe his 
idiocy. 

Unintelligent people don’t like to be challenged. They’ll 
say something along the lines of, “it’s right because I say it’s right.” Their 
anger is a defence mechanism. Unintelligent people hate being challenged, 
and are threatened by people who see through them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8. They don’t worry or care about anything. 

 

Ignorance really is bliss for unintelligent people. Because unintelligent 
people don’t think deeply about things, little worries them. They’re one-



dimensional thinkers who are weak at making connections and anticipating 
outcomes that they can’t imagine. 

They’re also not in tune with themselves or the world around them. They 
don’t take injustices, inequalities, or hardships in life to heart. They can’t 
relate to it, so they don’t think about it. Unintelligent people are not 
interested in the world or other’s around them, which leads onto my next 
point. 

9. They have no imagination. 
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Their lack of emotional intelligence means that they can’t put themselves 
in other people’s shoes. If something doesn’t affect them, they won’t think 
about it. Their lack of emotional intelligence also means that they don’t feel 
deeply emotionally, nor are they good at showing genuine empathy. 

Having in-depth conversations with unintelligent people is also challenging 
due to their lack of imagination. If you try to talk about abstract ideas or ask 
hypothetical questions, they will have little or nothing to say. They answer 
pretty much most questions with “dunno.” 

 



10. They have limited vocabulary and conversation topics. 

Since unintelligent people aren’t really interested in the world or different 
ideas, naturally they have little to talk about. They tend to prefer easy and 
light conversations which doesn’t require much mental stimulation. This is 
why they love small talk. 

Most unintelligent people don’t like reading (of any kind, not just books) or 
bettering themselves, so their vocabulary is naturally limited and tends to 
be repetitive. They usually like talking about the same topics but never offer 
any new insights or perspectives on them. 

I know somebody whose main topic of conversation is dating, and each 
time they talk about it, it’s always the same. She always goes for the same 
guys, makes the same mistakes, spends most of her time on the apps even 
though they aren’t working for her, and doesn’t listen to any advice. It’s 
extremely boring because we have the same conversation over and over 
again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11. They have superficial interests. 

 



Since unintelligent people aren’t particularly deep people, you can’t really 
expect them to have deep interests or passions. Their source of mental 
stimulation is Keeping Up With the Kardashians. 

I’m not saying there’s anything wrong with watching trash TV by the way. As 
long as you know that it’s trash. Unintelligent people idolise the 
Kardashians and their lifestyle. They don’t see how vapid and fake their 
world is- if anything, they aspire to be like them. 

Even intelligent people can have superficial interests such as watching 
sports, hair and nails etc but these interests alone do not fulfil them. They 
are fueled by deep interests that provide mental stimulation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12. They only care about looks. 

 

Unintelligent people who are conventionally attractive always rely on their 
looks to get by in life. They feel that since they’re hot, they don’t need to 



bother to do any work on the inside. Whilst people may be initially drawn to 
their beauty, they soon get bored. 

Unintelligent people also value beauty over brains in a partner. They place 
looks and status above all else. As emotionally unintelligent people are not 
deep people and are not interested in very much, it only makes sense that 
they’re superficial. They’re all about the surface and impressing others with 
looks, status, and money. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13. They’ve always been privileged. 
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Socioeconomic status does not affect intelligence. Some of the most 
stupid people are amongst the most privileged. They’ve had the best start 
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in life and the best access to education and resources, but they’re as thick 
as anything. Their privilege just helps mask their stupidity. 

They get far in life because of money and status, not merit. Johnno didn’t 
get into Cambridge because he’s smart, he got in because daddy is good 
buddies with the dean. 

Johnno might be Eton educated but barely scraped C grades in his A-levels. 
He acts superior because he can pronounce the names of expensive 
French wines and cheeses and knows the names of a few famous 
philosophers, but really he’s pretty fucking thick. Even a worm has more 
emotional intelligence than Johnno. 

14. They don’t have any opinions. 

Unintelligent people are not particularly interesting people. Because 
they’re interested in so little, they don’t have an opinion on anything or will 
agree with you because they don’t know what to say. Of course it’s hard to 
have an opinion if you don’t know much about a certain topic, but 
intelligent people admit not knowing and want to learn more. 

Unintelligent people might agree with you because they want to finish 
discussing the topic and are not interested in learning more. An 
unintelligent will say “yeah totally”, but have nothing to add or be very 
vague. 

15. Their opinions are extreme and/or illogical. 
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On the other hand, some unintelligent people do have opinions, but their 
opinions often lack logic or 
depth because they skim over the surface and aren’t interested in analysin
g ideas. They also just parrot things that they’ve heard or have been told to 
believe. 

Unintelligent people can also have extreme, offensive, and irrational 
opinions like Andrew Tate. They’ll rant about how all women are all 304s 
and how men are superior to women. Unintelligent people like to make 
sweeping statements, and their extreme views are based on emotion and 
hatred, not logic. 

Although intelligence can be subjective, most people can agree that there 
are just people who are plain stupid. However, I don’t think unintelligent 
people are truly screwed. I think that anybody has the potential to be 
intelligent, but it takes a lot of work, self-improvement, and most 
importantly, the desire. There are people who do not value or prioritise 
intelligence. 

 


