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BACKGROUND 
 
The Stanford Encyclopaedia notes that two broad challenges have led to a re-examination of the 
concept of citizenship: the internal diversity of contemporary liberal democracies; and the pressures 
brought by globalisation on the sovereign state. 
 
In one way or another, in recent years Australian citizenship has been the subject of debate and the 
object of government decisions which reflect on the meaning and significance we give to this 
contested concept. 
 

Australian Government’s counter-terrorism proposals to revoke citizenship of individuals 
participating in specified terrorist activities.  

 
The accompanying government discussion paper on citizenship and Australian values noted that 
citizens who become involved in terrorism were rejecting Australia’s values and commitment to a 
safe and harmonious society.’ 
 
Ironically, revocation would apply to dual citizens only, as revocation risked infringeing international 
law on ‘Statelessness’.  
 

In 2017 the Federal Government attempted to pass legislation designed to raise the hurdles 
for gaining citizenship – years of residence, values test and language test.  

 
To add to the mix, Section 44 of the Constitution has been found to exclude dual citizens from the 
constitutional right to stand for the Federal Parliament 
 
The concept of citizenship, traditionally defined by the nation-state, now comes up against 
globalisation and movement of human resources in world of open markets and integrated 
economies.  On a global scale the Brexit decision is anticipated to involve changes to the citizenship 
status of EU citizens living and working in Britain, and vice versa.   
 
The concept of the citizen is being extended to ecological citizenship as part of cosmopolitanism, and 
being argued for animals and robots. 
 
The aim of this topic is to concentrate discussion initially on the significance of citizenship, 
particularly in Australia.  The Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy examines the dimensions and 
models of citizenship.  Citizenship has been a fundamental basis of democracy since Athenian 
assembly of citizens but different models have emerged in more modern democracies since the 
French and American Revolutions. This prompts us to ask: What is the meaning of citizenship in the 
Australian context?  The Australian case is characterised by two categories of citizenship which are 
not of equal status, namely the citizenship by birth and conferred or naturalized citizenship. 
 
 
 
 
 



KEY QUESTIONS 
 
Citizenship 
What is the meaning of citizenship? Is it a right, or is it a privilege, or does it involve a contract?    
What makes a good citizen? 
 
Does Australia have a developed concept/idea of citizenship? What should it be? Should it based on 
identity, civic status, rights?  Does any particular philosophical model fit the nature and demands of 
Australian Society? 
 
Does a multi-ethnic and culturally diverse immigrant political community present particular 
challenges to the concept of citizenship?  
 
Should we be exclusionary or more inclusionary, and based on what criteria?  What are morally the 
best tests, why, how rigorous?  What are Australian values, and how should they be defined, and by 
whom? 
 
Single and Dual Nationality 
Is a single nationality model an out-dated idea in the cosmopolitan world?  Can its original purpose 
be served? Is dual nationality a good idea? 
 
Is a single nationality a desirable or even required norm for full citizen rights?  What about the 
concept of the global citizen?  Can it cover adequately the moral and political dimensions of 
citizenship? 
 
Loss of Citizenship 
In what circumstances can a holder of Australian citizenship be regarded as having forfeited 
citizenship?   Does holding dual citizenship make any moral difference to a decision to revoke? 
 
Is the revocation policy essentially utilitarian? Is it essentially discriminatory and unjust? Is it simply 
ineffective and counter-productive as a State policy? Is there a moral case for or against revocation?  
 
 Is the act of terrorism different from any other criminal offence? Should it be treat it differently?  
 
What is achieved or justified by the revocation of citizenship?  Will the benefits outweigh the costs?   
 
Other Forms of Citizenship 
 
What, if any, qualities should a robot exhibit if we are to consider granting it citizenship? 
 
KEY READINGS 
 
Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy on Citizenship 
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/citizenship/ 
Sections 1.1, 1.2, 2.1 and 2.2, and 4. 
 
Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy on Democracy – read section on Problem of Democratic 

Citizenship 3.1-3.3  

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/democracy/ 

Radio National, The Minefield, 11 June 2015, Citizenship – what is it good for? 

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/citizenship/
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/democracy/


http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/theminefield/citizenship-e28093-what-is-it-good-
for3f/6533476 
 
Australian Government, Australian citizenship; your right, your responsibility, pp1-7 
https://www.border.gov.au/Citizenship/Documents/your-right-your-responsibility-citizenship.pdf 
 
Radio National, The Minefield, 26/4/17 Citizenship and its discontents: Do “ 
Australian values” have any value? 
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/theminefield/citizenship-and-its-discontents:-do-
%E2%80%9Caustralian-values%E2%80%9D-have-an/8470750 
 
Radio National, The Minefield, 26/7/17 Dual Citizenship, what is gained and what is lost 
http://mpegmedia.abc.net.au/rn/podcast/2017/08/mld_20170802.mp3 
 
 
OTHER READINGS (OPTIONAL) 
 
CONCEPT OF CITIZENSHIP 
 
Citizenship - Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citizenship 
 
Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy on Hannah Arendt’s conception of citizenship, section 6. 
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/arendt/ 
 
Institute of Development, Concepts of citizenship: a review. See What is citizenship? 
https://www.ids.ac.uk/files/dmfile/Db19.pdf 
 
Advisory report on the Australian Citizenship Amendment (Allegiance to Australia) Bill 2015. 4 

September 2015, chapter 4 , Matters of principle, sns 4.2-4.21 

http://apo.org.au/system/files/57043/apo-nid57043-50756.pdf   

A ‘tougher’ citizenship test should not be used to further divide and exclude, The Conversation 
Alex Reilly, University of Adelaide and Mary Anne Kenny, Murdoch University, 10 January 2017 
https://theconversation.com/a-tougher-citizenship-test-should-not-be-used-to-further-divide-and-
exclude-70905 
 
Alex Reilly, The Conversation, Proposed changes to Australian citizenship, 20 April 2017Apr 19, 

2017 – 

https://theconversation.com/explainer-the-proposed-changes-to-australian-citizenship-76405 

ISSUES OF LAW AND RIGHTS 
 
Jonathan Holmes, Tyrannical citizenship bill attacks our liberties, The Age, 26 Aug 2015. 
http://www.theage.com.au/comment/tyrannical-citizenship-bill-an-attack-on-our-liberties-
20150824-gj6tub 
 
Don’t trust the government’s citizenship-stripping policy, Matthew Gibney, University of Oxford, The 
Conversation, 3 February 2014. 
https://theconversation.com/dont-trust-the-governments-citizenship-stripping-policy-22601 
 

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/theminefield/citizenship-e28093-what-is-it-good-for3f/6533476
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/theminefield/citizenship-e28093-what-is-it-good-for3f/6533476
https://www.border.gov.au/Citizenship/Documents/your-right-your-responsibility-citizenship.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/theminefield/citizenship-and-its-discontents:-do-%E2%80%9Caustralian-values%E2%80%9D-have-an/8470750
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/theminefield/citizenship-and-its-discontents:-do-%E2%80%9Caustralian-values%E2%80%9D-have-an/8470750
http://mpegmedia.abc.net.au/rn/podcast/2017/08/mld_20170802.mp3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citizenship
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/arendt/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/files/dmfile/Db19.pdf
http://apo.org.au/system/files/57043/apo-nid57043-50756.pdf
https://theconversation.com/a-tougher-citizenship-test-should-not-be-used-to-further-divide-and-exclude-70905
https://theconversation.com/profiles/alex-reilly-99355
https://theconversation.com/profiles/mary-anne-kenny-8392
https://theconversation.com/a-tougher-citizenship-test-should-not-be-used-to-further-divide-and-exclude-70905
https://theconversation.com/a-tougher-citizenship-test-should-not-be-used-to-further-divide-and-exclude-70905
https://theconversation.com/explainer-the-proposed-changes-to-australian-citizenship-76405
http://www.theage.com.au/comment/tyrannical-citizenship-bill-an-attack-on-our-liberties-20150824-gj6tub
http://www.theage.com.au/comment/tyrannical-citizenship-bill-an-attack-on-our-liberties-20150824-gj6tub
https://theconversation.com/dont-trust-the-governments-citizenship-stripping-policy-22601


Eureka Street, Passport privilege entrenches inequality, 11 Dec 2017 
https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=54448&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=E
ureka%20Street%20Daily%20-
%20Friday%2015%20December%202017&utm_content=Eureka%20Street%20Daily%20-
%20Friday%2015%20December%202017+CID_00a47600ca09f1a57182e16ec1face73&utm_source=J
escom%20Newsletters&utm_term=READ%20MORE 
 
 
OTHER CONCEPTS OF CITIZENSHIP 
 
The robot as a citizen 
https://theconversation.com/an-ai-professor-explains-three-concerns-about-granting-citizenship-to-
robot-sophia-86479 
 
http://www.hansonrobotics.com/robot/sophia  CHECK 
 

Ecological Citizenship 

https://theconversation.com/pope-francis-wants-us-to-be-ecological-citizens-but-how-43649 

 

Animal Citizenship 

The Conversation, 19 May 2015 

https://theconversation.com/johnny-depps-dogs-show-evolving-ideas-of-animal-citizenship-41968 

 

Global Citizenship 

http://www.ethics.org.au/on-ethics/blog/may-2017/kwame-anthony-appiah-global-citizenship-

honour 

 
 
CITIZENSHIP TESTING 
 

Proposed changes to Australian citizenship, The Conversation, 20 April 2017 

https://theconversation.com/explainer-the-proposed-changes-to-australian-citizenship-76405 
The federal government announced three broad changes to the criteria for Australian citizenship, 
namely a new residence requirement; a new process for determining an applicant’s integration into 
the community; and changes to the citizenship test. 

https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=54448&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Eureka%20Street%20Daily%20-%20Friday%2015%20December%202017&utm_content=Eureka%20Street%20Daily%20-%20Friday%2015%20December%202017+CID_00a47600ca09f1a57182e16ec1face73&utm_source=Jescom%20Newsletters&utm_term=READ%20MORE
https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=54448&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Eureka%20Street%20Daily%20-%20Friday%2015%20December%202017&utm_content=Eureka%20Street%20Daily%20-%20Friday%2015%20December%202017+CID_00a47600ca09f1a57182e16ec1face73&utm_source=Jescom%20Newsletters&utm_term=READ%20MORE
https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=54448&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Eureka%20Street%20Daily%20-%20Friday%2015%20December%202017&utm_content=Eureka%20Street%20Daily%20-%20Friday%2015%20December%202017+CID_00a47600ca09f1a57182e16ec1face73&utm_source=Jescom%20Newsletters&utm_term=READ%20MORE
https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=54448&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Eureka%20Street%20Daily%20-%20Friday%2015%20December%202017&utm_content=Eureka%20Street%20Daily%20-%20Friday%2015%20December%202017+CID_00a47600ca09f1a57182e16ec1face73&utm_source=Jescom%20Newsletters&utm_term=READ%20MORE
https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=54448&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Eureka%20Street%20Daily%20-%20Friday%2015%20December%202017&utm_content=Eureka%20Street%20Daily%20-%20Friday%2015%20December%202017+CID_00a47600ca09f1a57182e16ec1face73&utm_source=Jescom%20Newsletters&utm_term=READ%20MORE
https://theconversation.com/an-ai-professor-explains-three-concerns-about-granting-citizenship-to-robot-sophia-86479
https://theconversation.com/an-ai-professor-explains-three-concerns-about-granting-citizenship-to-robot-sophia-86479
http://www.hansonrobotics.com/robot/sophia
https://theconversation.com/pope-francis-wants-us-to-be-ecological-citizens-but-how-43649
https://theconversation.com/johnny-depps-dogs-show-evolving-ideas-of-animal-citizenship-41968
http://www.ethics.org.au/on-ethics/blog/may-2017/kwame-anthony-appiah-global-citizenship-honour
http://www.ethics.org.au/on-ethics/blog/may-2017/kwame-anthony-appiah-global-citizenship-honour
https://theconversation.com/explainer-the-proposed-changes-to-australian-citizenship-76405
http://www.minister.border.gov.au/peterdutton/Pages/Strenghening-the-integrity-of-Australian-citizenship.aspx

